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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Mike Souza— 674-2268

Ron Walton—706-4885

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

(2017 Shepherding lists are posted.
Call your elder when there is a need.)

“What To Do?”

Two hikers came across a
large bear. They dropped
everything and ran for cover. One
man climbed a tree while the
other hid in a nearby cave. The
bear was in no hurry to eat, so he
sat down between the tree and
the cave to reflect upon his good
fortune. Suddenly, and for
no apparent reason, the
hunter in the cave came
rushing out, almost ran into
the waiting bear, hesitated,
and then dashed back in
again. The same thing
happened a second time. When
he emerged for the third time, his
companion in the tree frantically
called out, "Woody, are you
crazy? Stay in the cave till he
leaves!" "Can't," panted Woody,
"there's another bear in there."

Can that not at times be an apt
description of our lives? We flee
one bad thing only to run into
another that is equally bad or
worse. It is the life we find when
we choose to try and solve our
troubles on our own. The writer
in Proverbs tells us that there is a
way that appears to be the right

course, but that it ends in a bad
place.

It is similar to trying to put
something together without first
reading the directions. There is a
reason step 2 precedes step 4
even if step 4 appears to have no
impact on step 2...you know that
it will come back and bite you.

Following God’s directions is
much the same. The eternal
God has a way for us to
move through this life.
When we follow his

instructions—life just goes
better. But like all instructions
you have to read them. Holding
them in your hands or carrying
them under your arm or in a
briefcase will not help you discern
the correct ordering of your steps.
The Word of God is a lamp for
your feet and a light for your
path. It will show you where to
step and the path you are to
follow.

OR

You can spend your time
bouncing between the bears.

I will see you Sunday!
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Dog Fight

One Friday night as we were having
dinner, we heard growling and then
scuffling under the table. Almost

immediately, a no-holds-barred dog fight
ensued. I’m not sure how it started. My best guess is
that Maisey thought Jude might be getting people
food, she dashed over to investigate, and then Jude
got mad because Maisey was in her space. After all,
we are dealing with two Jack Russell mixes who are
both sassy, impulsive, and not afraid to engage in
combat. As Katie lifted Jude straight up in the air,
Maisey would not let go of her neck. When I finally
pulled Maisey away by her hind legs, both of us
inspected the dogs for injuries. This time, Maisey had
a gash that required an immediate trip to the vet.
What a menagerie. I am thankful that my local vet
stayed a little later to see her. Otherwise, I would have
had to pay a small fortune to take her to the pet
emergency room. God is good.

While our little dog pack functions well in many ways,
it is still a pack governed by instinct and ruled by the

flesh. Each dog’s perception of pack order, including
where it should be in that order, governs its behavior.
The dog at the top has the first right to food. When
two dogs think that they should be at the top, a
problem is created. We as people struggle against our
flesh daily. A big part of that struggle involves our
perceived rights. When we feel that those are being
violated, we often allow our flesh to rule. Hatred,
jealousy, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, and
dissension manifest. If allowed to take over, they will
rob us of our inheritance of God’s kingdom.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy peace
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”
– Galatians 5:22-23

We have been called to walk in the Spirit, not in the
flesh. From time to time, we may have to give up
“rights” so that we may serve a fellow believer or keep
the peace. Doing otherwise can cause a “dog fight”
that is costly to the kingdom.

~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org
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Hi all! I hope everyone is slowly adjusting to the new school
year and the excitement that it brings with it! I am very excit-
ed to announce something new that will be going on with our
children this month! We will be rolling out our new curricu-
lum, where we are going to bring the energy up for how your
children learns about God! Every month will be a different
theme and they will see the biblical truth to what we are say-
ing! This month’s theme is “Friendship”- and they will be
seeing different “Dynamic Duos” of the bible! We will also
now be providing cues for parents to go home and extend the
learning, not just in the classroom- but at home as well! This
means that the learning would not just stop at the door of our
church, but will travel with them. And what kid doesn’t want
to impress Mom or Dad or Grandma or Grandpa with the
knowledge they are learning? I sure loved doing that as a kid!
So if you would, join me in prayer over this ministry and the

kids that are taking part in it! -xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Anniversaries

3 Bud & Betty Smith

20 Percy & Willivee

Wright

Birthdays

16 Mike Stipe

17 Wes Ballard

18 Ed LeTourneau

19 Aspen Milam

1 2

Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

3

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

4 Office Closed 5

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

6 7

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

8 9

10

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

11 12

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

13

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

14

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

15 16

17

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

18 19

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

20 21

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

22 23

24

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

25 26

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

27

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

28

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

29 30
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There are now four emphases in prayer that are open
to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are available during the service to pray
specifically with you and for you.

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry meets Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up our church family.

House Of Prayer is an
inter-church group
which meets Thursday
mornings from 6:00-
7:00.

The only thing missing
is you!

Jonathon Medina
October 1st

At 6' 3" tall, and 300 pounds, Jonathan
Medina is a tremendous athlete. He
was not only an outstanding football
player, but he was also an All-State

basketball player in the big state of Texas. More
impressive yet is that he excelled in the classroom
graduating with a 3.9 G.P.A. This was made even
more amazing as his mother was incarcerated, and
he was raised by his grandparents who only had a
third grade education.

After being recruited to play college football by many
major universities, Jonathan chose to attend one of
the top academic institutions in the nation,
Georgetown University in Washington D.C.

Attending Georgetown was a huge leap outside of the
box for Jonathan. Yet, he continued to excel in the

classroom and on the football field. He became a 3-
year starter playing offensive line. He graduated

from Georgetown with academic honors and a
degree in sociology. Jonathon is the first in his

family to ever attend and graduate from
college!

COME AND HEAR JONATHON AS HE
SHARES HIS STORY OCTOBER 1ST

We must alter our lives in

order to alter our hearts,

for it is impossible to live

one way and pray

another.”

William Law

CWF Breakfast—Saturday, September 2nd

at 8am @ the home of Robin Walton
2805 Willow Drive

SUMMER PSALMS

September 3rd—Psalms 42 & 43

September 10th—Psalm 34

September 17th—Psalm 139

September 24th—Psalm 105

Christmas Is Coming!
Operation Christmas Child runs
from September 10th through Oc-
tober 8th. Pick up a shoebox and
fill it with appropriate gifts for a
boy or girl and return it to the

church. You can help touch a life half a world away.

There is a Synapse
Group with your name
on it. Why haven’t you

joined a group yet?
Choose to get connect-

ed to others!

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, September 2nd

@ Perkos—7:30 AM

The Elders meeting follows at 9 AM in Pas-
tor Mike’s Office & the Board at 10 AM.


